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1. Exhibitions 
 
1.1 Mapping the Town 
Exhibition  
 
The latest exhibition at the Ancient House looks at 
the story of the town as told through maps objects 
and photographs and will run until 12th January.  
Publicity about the display will be sent out to 
Thetford households in October to highlight the 
start of the free admission period and encourage 
people to visit.  
 
In connection with the display the Museum is 
offering items for sale including souvenir tea towels 
of the four hand stitched personal maps of the town 
and area under the themes of Wildlife, pubs and 
inns, local treasures and a recreation of the Martin 
map.   
 
 
 
 

Burrell Map of Thetford, 1807 
 
 
 
 

This report provides information on activities at 
Ancient House, Museum of Thetford Life from June  

to September 2012 

 

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Oliver Bone on 01842 752599 and we will do 
our best to help 



1.2 Forthcoming exhibitions 
 
26th January 2013 –  13th July  2013 
Hard Times: Life for the poor in Thetford and area 100 years ago.   
This exhibition will focus on the living and working conditions in the town 
including the topics of sanitation, factory work, slum housing, and the 
workhouse. Reference will be made to the work camps for unemployed 
people set up in Thetford Forest after the First World War. 
 
 
27th July 2013 – 29th March 2014 
Thetford’s Lost Tudor Sculptures 
This exhibition will display the findings of a research project into the stone 
monuments of the Dukes of Norfolk at Thetford Priory, and feature the return 
to Thetford of artefacts from the British Museum, Norwich Castle and 
Framlingham Castle.  The sculptures will be set in their Tudor context and we 
plan to include the Hall, displays on the stairs and one of the upper rooms in 
this exhibition.  This is a partnership project with the University of Leicester 
and English Heritage with funding from the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council, Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council and others. 
 
The project will be paying the Museums Service a fee in order to provide free 
admission to the Ancient House for the length of its run (admission is normally 
charged in the summer months).  
 
As part of the project, an ‘App’ for smart phones is being created for Thetford 
Priory to help bring the story to life.  Alongside other new resources, this will 
be used to help enhance the potential of the site with schools, other groups 
and the general visitor. Melissa Hawker, Learning Officer, has been 
contributing to the developments in this area. 
 
Saturday 7th September 2013  
Event at Thetford Priory  
As part of the programme of associated events we are planning for a public 
event to take place at Thetford Priory on Saturday 7th September as part of 
next year’s Thetford Festival, and a programme of talks. 
 
For further details on this project, see  
www.representingreformation.net 
 
2 Work with Children and Young People 
 
2.1 Arts Award Programme at Ancient House 
 
Gold Arts Award 

Two of our young volunteers, Alice 
and Margaret have started work on 
their Gold Arts Award over the 
summer holidays 
 



 
The Museum’s History club is now working on the ‘Discover’ category of this 
award.  The Arts Award is a recognised standard for involving young people, 
and Melissa Hawker at Ancient House is leading the way for the Museums 
Service in this area. 
 
For further details about Arts Award, please see:  
www.artsaward.org.uk 
 
 
2.3 Norfolk’s American Connections  
The County Council coordinated project to spotlight links between Norfolk and 
North America has been going very well with lots of community participation.  
A Thomas Paine event at Thetford Museum and Library during Half Term on 
2nd November is just one of the many events brought together under this 
Lottery funded project.  See the web link for the range of events planned. 
 
www.norfolksamericanconnections.com/events 
 
3 Events and other news 
 
3.1 Commemorating the Centenary of World War One 
 
Following in the footsteps of the Norfolk’s American Connections project, a 
group at Norfolk County Council’s Cultural Services (Libraries, Museums and 
Record Office) is looking to mark the key events and developments of the 
First World War conflict and their connections to Norfolk. We will be aiming to 
give a Norfolk context to the momentous national and international events of 

nearly 100 years ago.  
Connections are being made 
with the Imperial War Museums 
who are leading the UK’s 
cultural commemorative 
programme.  And there are 
plans for an application to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to support 
the work.   
 
Initial plans for projects touch on 
areas such as zepellin raids, 
war memorials, local munition 
workers and other aspects of 
the Home Front during the First 
World War.   
 
We are wanting to encourage 
participation by people running 
events, creating exhibitions or 
holding talks on topics such as 
housing, industries, prisoners of 



war, recruitment propaganda, hospitals, social changes, art and writing, and 
the socio-economic impact of the War on Norfolk.   
 
We would be keen to involve a range of local audiences including young 
people, schoolchildren, families and older people. 
 
Pictured: Recruiting Sergeant Hall of Thetford 
Ancient House Museum, Thetford 

 
 
3.2 Ancient House achieves Full Accreditation 
 
The Ancient House Museum has achieved full Accreditation 
from the Arts Council England and continues to be 
recognised as an Accredited Museum. The Accreditation 
Scheme sets nationally agreed standards for UK museums. 
To qualify, museums must meet standards on how they are 
managed, for the services they offer and on how they care for 
collections. Applying for Accreditation required staff to 
complete a detailed application form using the new standards 
and supplying evidence about management, access, services 
and collections care. 

 
 
 
3.3 Youth Engagement 
A new Youth Engagement Officer has been appointed. Anna Caley’s post is 
funded as part of the successful NMAS bid to Arts Council England for Major 
Grant funding over the period 2012-15. There will be a continued focus on 
developing programmes for young people including those categorised as 
NEET.  This post will work across the communities of Thetford and King’s 
Lynn.  
 
3.4 Museums and Growing Communities 
The following two examples show how Museum collections can be relevant to 
planning and development issues: 
 
Museum Specimens and Planning Inquiry 
Stone curlews from the museum collections were used as part of a planning 
inquiry into development at Weeting.  Specimens from the Anceint House, 
Museum of Thetford Life were used as a visual aid in a Public Enquiry into 
building new houses at Weeting on 19th June.  They were used to show the 
scale of these protected birds to people at the hearing. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pair of stone curlews from Thetford’s museum collections used in 
Public Inquiry 
 
Thetford Grey Bricks 
An architect visited the Ancient House to see examples of locally made 
Thetford Grey bricks to inform decisions about choice of bricks in a new 
development at the sensitive Anchor site near the Town Bridge in the centre 
of the historic town. 
 
 
 
3.4 Summer Holiday Events 
There was a very busy summer holiday programme at Ancient House. 
summer including Archaeology Day, House Alive events  and ‘Here be 
Mermaids and Dragons’, drawing upon the museum’s print collection. 
  
3.5 Summer Reading Game 
This summer the Ancient House Museum was part of a trial scheme to 
integrate museums into the Library Service Summer Reading Game. The idea 
was that a museum visit includes reading so can ‘count’ as a book. Any child 
who signed up the Reading Game at Thetford Library received a free family 
admission voucher for Ancient House. Several families visited the museum for 
the first time through this partnership. 
 
3.6 Thetford Festival 
Museum Service staff played a leading role in the development of this year’s 
Thetford Festival, including the combination of the Thetford town offer for 
Heritage Open Days, Anglo-Sikh Heritage Day and the finale of the Thetford 
Festival to offer one big day of activities and events. 
 
Throughout the town there were sites of historic interest open to the public 
and guided heritage walks on offer. At Ancient House Sarah Norcorss-



Robinson, conservator showed people how to protect and preserve the 
historic building. At Kings House Gardens there was an Anglo-India themed 
extravaganza. The programme was coordinated by Karen-Emma White, 
Museum Learning Assistant who also secured external funding for the event.. 
 
Jaya Dance ran two Bhangra and Bollywood dance workshops accompanied 
by an authentic Dhol drummer. Author and historian, Peter Bance spoke to 
visitors about Maharajah Duleep Singh and Sikhs in Britain. The famous Baba 
Fateh Singh Gatka Akhara mounted a display of traditional sword dancing. 
Also on offer were children’s crafts, object handling from Elvden Hall (home of 
Maharajah Duleep Singh), face painting, Indian food and other themed stalls.  
 
 
4 Friends and Volunteers 
The Museum volunteers continue to give their time freely to the great benefit 
of the users of the museum. 
The Friends of the Museum continue with their valuable support.  The Friends 
summer social at Riversdale in the town was deemed a success. 
 
 
5 Visitor Numbers   
 
5.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting. 

 
6 Resource implications 
 
(a) Finance   None 
(b) Property   None 
(c) Staff    None 
(d) Information Technology None 
 
7 Recommendations: 
 
That the Area Museums Committee notes the report 
 
Originator of report: 
Oliver Bone 
Curator, Thetford and King’s Lynn Museums 
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life 
Tel: 01842 752599 e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk 


